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                    ASID Conference 2021 

Conference Hubs for people with intellectual disability 

 

The Australasian Society for Intellectual Disability (ASID) is a peak body in intellectual disability that 

promotes research to inform and influence good practice and policy to achieve a society where people 

with intellectual disability are afforded the same rights and opportunities as everyone. For many years we 

have run an annual conference, rotating throughout Australia and Aotearoa/New Zealand. Due to the 

Covid-19 situation, this year’s conference will be different: 

• It will be a fully online event 

• There will be two half day sessions, on Friday 12th November and Wednesday 17th November. 

• The start and end times depend on where people are located: 

o 9am to 2pm - Perth  

o 11am to 4pm - Brisbane 

o 11.30 to 4.30pm - Adelaide 

o 12pm until 5pm - Sydney, Melbourne, Canberra and Hobart 

o 2pm to 7pm - New Zealand 

• The theme is “Reconnecting” – Challenges for Human Rights in Times of Change.  

• Each day will have keynotes and sessions delivered by researchers, service providers, policy and 

advocacy practitioners, people with intellectual disability, and family members.  

• Sessions will be live streamed or pre-recorded.  

• The format will provide opportunities for networking and to hear about international, national and 

local research and practice. 

 

Inclusion of people with intellectual disability 

Recent ASID Conferences had an increased attendance of people with intellectual disability. So while we 

are very excited that we can still run this event in an alternative format, we are aware that an online 

platform may not be as accessible for some people with an intellectual disability. Barriers may be due to 

lack of required IT, difficulty with the process or understanding the content, and a sense of isolation arising 

from an online presentation.  

To address these issues and make the conference as inclusive and meaningful as possible for people with 

intellectual disability, the Board is encouraging organisations to host a Conference Hub. This will mean that 

people with intellectual disability will have the option of either registering and joining in the full 

conference from home, or joining with a small group of other people with intellectual disability in a hub.  
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1) Aim of the Conference Hubs 

To provide both the venue and support to enable access to, and participation in, the ASID 

conference by people with intellectual disability  

 

 

2) Who can host a Conference Hub? 

• Groups of self-advocates 

• Peak bodies or advocacy groups 

• Disability service providers 

• ASID divisions 

 

3) What you need to host a hub 

• an organiser 

o to plan, promote and organise the Hub 

o to be the contact for a group of people with intellectual disability who wish to attend the 

conference hub (this may be a pre-existing group, or individuals coming together just for 

this day) 

• a facilitator 

o to provide inclusion support at the conference hub 

o assist with technology 

o facilitate discussions 

• accessible space – large enough to comfortably accommodate the group, with any local Covid 

restrictions adhered to 

• a large TV screen/monitor connected to a computer with fast internet access – one which will allow 

the asking of questions in Q&A time (these may be typed in chat box or asked via microphone) 

• commitment to an inclusive and fun halfday 

 

 

4) Involvement of people with intellectual disability 

• The Conference Hubs will run on the second day (Wednesday 17th November) so that the attendees 

can choose from the full range of speakers and presentations – the live sessions or the recorded 

sessions from the first day. 

• Capping the size of the group will be important to enable each person to feel involved in the 

conference. We suggest that the Hubs have between 5 -10 attendees, dependent on the individual 

support needs of attendees.  

• The group would choose their preferred presentations from the keynotes and streams. The 

program should be available in September so that consultation with the attendees can happen 

prior to the start of the conference. 

• Extra breaks should be planned between presentations to respond to the needs of the attendees 

and to allow discussion about each presentation. 

• Providing a facilitator to ensure all the people attending experience an inclusive event, responding 

to individual needs as far as possible, is essential. 
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Guidelines for hosting a Conference Hub 

Steps to take if you are considering hosting a Conference Hub for people with intellectual disability: 

 

Step 1: Think about your capacity to host a Hub 

• Think about your ability to host, support attendees and cover the cost of a hub 

• Identify an accessible venue, such as office space, near transport 

• Check the availability of suitable IT (good internet, large monitor)  

• Consider who would participate 

o Have you a group who is interested?  

o Will you promote to current clients? 

o Will you accept other interested people in your area? 

 

Step 2: Discuss with ASID  

• Contact Bernadette Curryer (ASID Vice President) by phone 0409 242 885 or email 

vicepresident@asid.asn.au to discuss your proposed Hub. 

 

Step 3: Register with Conference Design (Conference management company) 

• Once the suitability of your proposed hub is agreed to, email Conference Design 

mail@conferencedesign.com.au to register.  

• There will be no registration charge for hosting a Conference Hub that is specifically organised to 

assist the inclusion of people with intellectual disability.  

• You will receive login details closer to the conference dates 

 

Step 4: Plan for inclusive, attendee-led participation 

• Selecting the day’s program 

o The choice of presentations to watch should be led by the people attending 

o The number of presentations watched will depend on the preference of the group, the 

number of presentations they want to watch, the length of discussion desired after each 

presentation, and the number of breaks they need. 

o The program will be available sometime in September (exact date TBC) for consideration. 

o Presentations for viewing can be chosen from either session (Friday 12th or Wed 17th Nov) – 

they can be watched live, at the time listed for the Wednesday sessions, or chosen from the 

recordings from the previous Friday session and watched at any point during the 5 hour 

period. 

o If Wednesday sessions are chosen, people will be able to ask questions of presenters, via the 

typed chat function. 

o Note – unlike a full registration which enables the watching of recorded sessions in the 

weeks following the conference, access to presentations will only be available to Hub 

attendees during the Wednesday session. 
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• Provision of support 

o It is expected that each hub will provide an organiser to promote and set up the group 

o You will also need a facilitator to assist the group access and discuss their chosen 

presentations and assist all attendees to be engaged in the conference. 

o You may need other support people, depending on the support needs of the people who 

attend 

o ASID has provided this guide to assist you, and will be available to discuss options prior to 

the event; however we will not be able to provide a person to facilitate on the day. 

 

• Provision of refreshments (lunch and/or afternoon tea)  

o Consider dietary requirements 

o Dependent on location, the session may be run over either lunch or dinner 

 

Covid-19: Precautions to consider 

The current situation with Covid-19 is constantly changing. The suggestion of hosting a Conference Hub is 

of course dependent on the health advice current at the time of the conference. Adherence to any Covid-

19 restrictions will be necessary.  

General Covid safety considerations include: 

o Setting a cap on numbers 

o Choosing a space large enough to allow social distancing 

o Providing hand sanitiser and masks 

o Recording check-in details of all attendees 

o Planning to adapt or cancel group if restrictions are brought into your local area 

 

 

For more information, please contact Bernadette Curryer 

Ph: 0409 242 885 

Email: vicepresident@asid.asn.au 

 


